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Climate change in the South Pacific

Young people in the UK have recently shown their concern about climate change.  Many are worried about the slow pace of change in responding to what some are now describing as a “climate emergency”.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Although, the effects of this emergency may not be obvious in the UK, there are parts of the world where climate change can already be seen as leading to a humanitarian crisis. In some parts of the world, the impact of a changing climate is so severe that people are forced away not just from their homes, but have had to leave their country. They are among the world’s first climate change refugees.

This activity uses a short film called “Warm Waters” to discover what the human face of this crisis looks like by visiting some of the world’s first climate change refugees in the low-lying islands of the South Pacific.

Learning objectives
Learners will:
· Consider the humanitarian impacts of climate change. 
· Improve their understanding of the effects on people’s lives. 
· Be introduced to the term “climate change refugee”.
· Understand ways people can remain resilient and optimistic.
Discussion: Impacts of climate change
Ask young people if they have heard about the recent climate change gatherings organised by young people in the UK. Introduce the idea that one of the things that concerns them is that the situation is becoming an “emergency” or “crisis”.

Ask them to consider: “What might the impacts of a climate change emergency (crisis) be?”

Make a list of the impacts that they come up with. They might include:
· Weather events (and associated damage)
· Damage to crops and food supplies
· Water shortages or contaminated water supplies
· More wildfires
· Changes in the spread of diseases
· Increasing temperatures
· Rising sea levels

What might the impact be on people? Do learners think that people may have to leave their homes? Why do they think that might be? You could also display the image in the PowerPoint to spark discussion. 
Video: Warm waters
Ask learners how they understand the term “refugee”. Display the definition in the PowerPoint (slide 3): 

A person who – owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion – has left their home country. As a result, they are unable or unwilling to seek protection from, or return to, their home country.

(Source: adapted from the definitions in the 1951 United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees)

Do learners think that this term could apply to the people discussed earlier, who may have to leave their homes?

Explain that the current understanding and definition of “refugee” does not currently apply to those fleeing from the effects of climate change. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has recognised this by stating that (slide 4):

“Many of those who are displaced across borders as a result of climate change may not meet the refugee definition. Nevertheless, they are in need of protection and assistance.”
 
With climate change forcing greater numbers of people to leave their homes and even their country because it is no longer safe or possible for them to live there, it is said by some that we are now seeing the world’s first real climate change refugees. 

Explain to learners that you are going to show them a short film about people living on the islands of Tuvalu. Show them the location of Tuvalu on the map in the PowerPoint (slide 5). The film is available here (play until 3 mins 49 sec).

Ask learners in groups to reflect on the film using the prompt: “How are people’s lives being affected by climate change on the islands of Tuvalu?” Think about the extreme events (like storms) and “slow onset events” such as rising sea levels contaminating fresh drinking water.  

In the film, we learn that people from another Pacific island nation (Kiribati) have been forced to relocate to new land in a different country (Fiji). Thinking about people in this situation, forced to leave their country:
· What might their needs be in the short and long term? Think about some of the cultural aspects (language, traditions, foods, stories, clothing etc.), issues of acceptance and inclusion and being able to live a normal life (able to work, go to school, make friends etc.). 
· How might this affect people who are arriving and people who are already there? 
· What might help people to live well together? Think about the role of kindness in helping others feel welcome.
Staying optimistic and resilient
The film maker Vlad Sokhin says:

“Many communities in the Pacific are optimistic and resilient, determined to find solutions rather than be case studies of climate change victims.”

Still in their groups, ask learners to think about an example of resilience or hope that they saw in the film or can think of. (Note: if you need to clarify the idea of resilience then use slide 6.) 

Examples might include: relocating to less vulnerable land, making new use of available spaces (such as the runway for exercise).  
 
Finally, ask learners to imagine if they had to leave their home because of climate change and relocate to a new country. Think about the following:
· What might you want to take with you? 
· What might be important to you? 
· How might you keep yourself and others resilient in the face of this change?
· What would be important to you to keep alive from your culture? 
· What would you like to learn about other cultures? 
· We are all human: how does putting ourselves in the position of another help us to empathise with them? 
· What actions might we take to make a person feel welcome?
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