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Act of courage
On 26 May 2018, Malian immigrant Mamoudou Gassama made headlines after his dramatic climb up a building to rescue a young child hanging from a balcony. He has been praised for his bravery, as he focused on trying to save the boy before he fell. This activity looks at what motivates people to help, the qualities of a helper and other ways of helping while keeping yourself safe.  

Suggested age range: 11–16
Curriculum links: PSHE

Starter activity: Balcony rescue
Display these words (or cut out and distribute one set per pair or small group) and ask learners to sort out the words so that they make a complete newspaper headline (you can display this or print out from the PowerPoint). 

to four Malian rescue immigrant child floors climbs

(Malian immigrant climbs four floors to rescue child)

Ask learners if they are familiar with the story. If someone recognises the news story, invite them to tell it their own words. Invite others who have seen the video to add detail, and those who didn’t to ask questions. 

You can use the following prompts to recap: 

· In France, Mamoudou Gassama rescued a four-year-old child who was dangling precariously from a balcony. 
· He was widely praised for his athleticism and bravery in scaling four storeys of an apartment block. 
· He was recently awarded French citizenship and a gold medal for performing an act of courage by President Emmanuel Macron. 
· Before that he was an undocumented migrant from Mali sleeping on a shared mattress in a Paris hostel. 
· Mamoudou now works as a paid intern with the Paris Fire and Rescue service.  
After discussion, show the video to confirm or clarify elements of the event. [Watch the video here on YouTube.]

Discussion: Thinking instinctively
Working in small groups/pairs, display the following points and assign to each group. Ask learners to consider the questions and work out a joint response to it.   

· Mamoudou Gassama has said that he reacted instinctively. "I just didn't have time to think, I ran across the road to go and save him.” 
· Think about the meaning of “thinking instinctively”. Do you do that, or do you prefer to think things through? What are the disadvantages and advantages of both?
· In Mamoudou’s case, what other qualities did he have that led to him helping? (i.e. bravery, strength, kindness)
· Were there any risks associated with what Mamoudou Gassama did? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Do you think there were any actions that he could have taken that were less risky? How important is it to ensure you are safe when helping others in an emergency?
· Mamoudou felt confident enough in his strength and athleticism to climb up to the balcony, but he took a risk and it was dangerous. 
· What other ways could people have helped save the child from injury? What could you personally do to help in an emergency? Discuss the options, and decide what you might have done next.
· “When we got into the apartment, that’s when I started shaking.” Mamoudou says he was calm during the climb and rescue, but then his body reacted. 
· How do you think he might have been feeling immediately afterwards?
· If you had been there at that time, how might you have supported him? 
Come together as a group and discuss responses. Overall, try to agree some lessons learned from the dramatic rescue and the response, and consider the importance of doing what you can to help while considering your own personal safety. 
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