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Refugees through time

Refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced people are rarely far from the news headlines, but has this always been happening? This short image activity enables learners to address the idea of refugees through time.

Photo activity
1) Display the image in slide 2 and ask learners what they think it is showing. To help learners engage you could discuss:

Who do you think they are?
Where do you think it is meant to be?
When do you think this is from?
What is mood of the image?

2) Next ask learners how it makes them feel and what do they think the people portrayed in the artwork might be feeling.

Reveal that the image is called “The Refugees” by Tamara de Lempicka who was herself a refugee fleeing the Russian Revolution in 1917. It was painted in 1937.

Does it surprise them, to hear about refugees from so long ago?

3) Now show learners the image on slide 3 . Explain that this is an image of refugees taken in November 2018. Where do they think it could be?

Inform them it is in Bangladesh and that the people in the picture are Rohingya people from Myanmar who have fled due to violence at home.

4) Now show the two images side by side. Clarify for learners that these are two images of refugees separated by at least 80 years and that one is an artistic interpretation and the other a photo of real people.

What do the images have in common? 
What might those in each image be feeling? Are they the same or different? 
What would you wish to ask them if you could? 
What might they say to one another if they could have conversation?

5) Finish by ensuring learners are aware that while refugee stories might be regularly in the news at the moment, the humanitarian needs of refugees is not new. The causes may have changed, but the humanitarian crisis such as conflict of natural disaster for those involved remains very similar across the ages.

Inform learners that there are now more people around the world who have had to flee their homes than ever before – 68.5 million people currently*.

*According to UNHCR http://www.unhcr.org/uk/figures-at-a-glance.html

Extend the learning
You could extend this activity by thinking about:
The challenges faced by refugees
Why people have to flee their homes
How they can make refugees in their communities feel welcome
You can explore this topic further with our other resources on refugees and migration:

Refugee Week 2018: Contributions, creativity and resilience

Positive images

[bookmark: _GoBack]Refugees: Celebrate


This resource was written by Rob Bowden and Rosie Wilson of Lifeworlds Learning and published in November 2018.
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