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Assembly kit: The Red Cross emblem
For this assembly, print out the performance script, decide who is going to play each of the roles – young people or teachers or a combination – then have a read through or rehearsal. 

If you have time, you can enhance the performance by including some of the supporting activities below. These supporting activities help to get learners engaged and thinking about the topic beforehand. 

At the end of the assembly, learners can watch a short video.

After the assembly. the optional follow-up activities explore the topic in more depth and can be used in class or tutor time after. 

Age group: 11–16-year-olds
Curriculum links: Citizenship, History

Learning objectives
Young people will:
Gain an understanding of the significance of the Red Cross emblem, particularly in conflict situations.
Learn about neutrality and impartiality in humanitarian work.
Gain an initial understanding of aspects of international humanitarian law, or the “rules of war”.
Explore the importance of protecting the emblem, and how its misuse could put lives at risk.

Suggested timings
Assembly performance: 15 minutes
Optional assembly film: 8 minutes
Supporting activities: each activity takes approximately 10 minutes; teachers can pick and choose activities

Performance
You’ll need to cast a narrator, a reporter and a group to make up the chorus. (See notes in the supporting activities section below.)

There is an accompanying PowerPoint to display during the performance – you’ll see prompts in the script for when to change slides. Someone else will need to be assigned this role.








Assembly performance script

· Slide two
Narrator
Imagine getting hold of a large sheet of white paper or cloth. Then imagine painting a large red cross in the centre of it. Now imagine displaying it where everyone could see it. 

Chorus
OK – what’s the problem?

Narrator
This could be illegal. The chances are that you would be breaking the law.

Chorus
Breaking the law? For displaying a red cross? Are you sure?

Narrator
It’s true. It’s against the law for organisations or individuals to display the red cross emblem – or designs that look like it – on things like vehicles, buildings, clothing or websites. In the UK the British Red Cross will write to them and politely ask them to stop using the emblem and, if necessary, these people could even be taken to court to prevent the red cross emblem from being misused.

Chorus
But why? It’s only a red cross. Isn’t it just a medical symbol?

Narrator
No, not at all. It is there to protect people and to reduce suffering. If you misuse it, you could put many lives at risk. 

To understand this, we sent our news reporter back in time to northern France to see what was going on in the terrible battles of the First World War...

· Slide three
Reporter
It’s 1914 and I am at one of the field hospitals set up just a few miles from the frontline where the troops have been engaged in some of the bitterest fighting of this terrible war. All day, wounded soldiers have been arriving. Some are walking with difficulty, helped by comrades; others are on stretchers or in ambulances. 

· Slide four
Hospital ambulances and many of the volunteer workers – called voluntary aid detachments, or VADs – and medical personnel would all bear a large red cross on a white background. That shows that they are not part of the battle and must not be targeted as part of the fighting 

· Slide five
Narrator
The red cross emblem is a very important symbol. It is a sign that help is available. It also stands for neutrality. If you are wearing that red cross, or working in a building or using a vehicle displaying the red cross emblem, it shows you are a military medic or a Red Cross staff or volunteer. In other words, you’re not taking any part in the fighting. You are only there for humanitarian reasons – meaning to help reduce the suffering of those affected by the conflict. 

· Slide six
Reporter
I have now travelled forward to the Second World War, in 1940. Red Cross workers would not just give medical aid. They would also visit prisoners of war, provide basic supplies, and take messages to and from prisoners of war and their families.

· Slide seven
The emblem is respected as a sign of neutrality. Soldiers on all sides know that they must not shoot or attack objects or people bearing the emblem. They also know that they will not be under threat from anyone associated with the red cross emblem. 

· Slide eight
Narrator
The red cross emblem is still used around the world today – or sometimes people use the red crescent or the red crystal instead. All three emblems mean the same thing but are used in different parts of the world. There are 191 countries that have National Societies that use one of these emblems. You have perhaps seen images in the news of Red Cross workers pulling injured people from damaged buildings. You may have seen the emblem in refugee camps after a disaster, or in aid convoys, on ships, planes or helicopters bringing medical or relief supplies to people who need them. 

Chorus
We’ve seen it on the news. But what does this have to do with us displaying a red cross on a white sheet?

· Slide nine
Narrator
You have to realise that when people understand the correct meaning of the emblem, it saves lives in conflicts, but people’s respect for it does not just happen. It has to be built up and understood by everyone. That takes time. So during peacetime, we must all learn to recognise and respect the red cross, red crescent and red crystal emblems and how they offer protection and support. 

· Slide ten
If the emblem appeared on first aid kits, in shop fronts, on adverts, in films, on clothes, in magazines, on buses, on books, in television adverts, in supermarkets and all the other places that we see images, then its meaning would become blurred. 

Chorus
So we might not be sure whether the red cross was the real red cross, or just an advert for a chemist?

Narrator
Exactly, and that is why there are very precise rules. Only those genuinely allowed to use the red cross may do so – and even they have to operate within strict guidelines. It’s mainly used by the army medical services, but relief organisations like the British Red Cross can also use it next to their name to show what they stand for.

Chorus
Is this meaning of the emblems ever ignored?

· Slide eleven
Narrator
In general, there is great respect for the red cross, red crescent and red crystal emblems. They are widely recognised as symbols of protection and assistance for victims of armed conflicts and natural disasters. Sadly, there are times when the system breaks down, and the emblems have come under attack. Over to our reporter... 

Reporter
In September 2016, a UN aid convoy delivering food near Aleppo was targeted in an airstrike. This killed at least 12 people and destroyed 18 trucks laden with food intended for tens of thousands of people cut off by the war. 

In January 2018, four humanitarian workers were killed in Afghanistan when their office was targeted by a heavily armed group. 

In South Sudan, there have been attacks on medical facilities and humanitarian workers have been blocked from accessing people who need their help. 

Humanitarian workers work in very difficult conditions and often put their lives at risk. For example, in 2017, an explosion in Mogadishu, Somalia, killed four Red Crescent volunteers.

Chorus
So should the Red Cross workers have soldiers with them for protection?

Narrator
No, not normally. The humanitarian work of the Red Cross is based on strict neutrality and independence, which means it doesn’t take anyone’s side. If it accepted protection from one side in a conflict, it would lose its neutrality and would be unable to carry out its work. Because of the neutrality of the Red Cross, they are able to support vulnerable people all over the world. Sadly, it sometimes has to stop work in certain places when there are fears about the safety of its staff.

· Slide twelve
So combatants – people doing the fighting – must never display a red cross, a red crescent or a red crystal emblem, as combatants are not neutral. Because of this, you can’t use an ambulance marked with a red cross to carry able-bodied soldiers who are still part of the conflict or military equipment. Respect for the emblem is based on trust. That is why misuse in wartime – taking advantage of the enemy’s respect for the emblem – is called perfidy and may be considered a war crime.  

Reporter
For example, in 2008, Colombian troops used T-shirts displaying a red cross to trick rebel forces into releasing hostages. This may make the rebel forces less likely to trust people wearing the emblem in future.

Chorus
What can we do to help protect the emblem?
· Slide thirteen
Narrator
The Red Cross needs people’s help to protect the emblem. You can start by learning to recognise the shape of the red cross. Spot the red crescent too and the red crystal. 

If we see it being used incorrectly in the UK, we can report it to the British Red Cross UK Office in London or to a local Red Cross office.

Chorus [addressing the audience]
The red cross emblem is a powerful symbol that protects people, but only when we understand and respect it.  

End of performance

[If time, you can end the performance by showing the video ‘The Story of an Idea’ (7:59) which brings to life the story of the Red Cross Red Crescent Movement]

Notes for teachers
Under the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their additional protocols, the emblems are recognised as symbols of neutrality and protection. The principal users of the emblem are the medical services of the armed forces of each country. Each government can then permit the use of the emblem by its National Society. In the UK, the British government has chosen the red cross emblem, and has authorised the British National Society to display the red cross within strict parameters.

The red cross is often wrongly perceived as a general symbol of first aid or the medical profession, but it can only be used by military medical services or by the authorised National Society to indicate neutral and impartial assistance.

None of the emblems are intended to have any religious significance. The red cross emblem is simply a reversal of the Swiss flag. However, since 1876, the red crescent emblem has been used as a protective sign by some Muslim-majority countries. In 2005, an additional symbol – the red crystal – was accepted by some countries as an emblem which could be used in situations where it might be problematic to display either the red cross or red crescent. All three emblems have exactly the same meaning and protective purpose.

[bookmark: _Add-ons][bookmark: _Supporting_activities]Supporting activities
Use these activities in tutor time or lessons before or after the assembly performance to engage learners and get them thinking about the topic. 

Discussion activity: preparing for the performance

To help students prepare to perform the assembly, use the photos in the slide show to introduce the topic and stimulate discussion. 

You could divide the assembly performance group into smaller groups and give them a photo each (from the PowerPoint). Ask each group to present and describe the image to the rest of the class, saying what they think the message of the image is. 

Together, discuss the common theme of the images. Think about these points:
· What do the photos have in common? 
· What do they think the assembly will be about? 
· What does the red cross emblem mean to them? 
· What do they associate it with? 

To round off the discussion, look at the captions for each photo, before moving on to prepare for the assembly.

[bookmark: _Chorus_add-on]Chorus activity: preparing for the performance

The part of the chorus in the performance presents the questions and thoughts that the audience might have on the presentation. 

To add a dramatic element to the assembly, think about casting a group of students in this role to create a chorus of voices. The group will have to practise their lines to make sure they can deliver them clearly and in unison.

Think about where your group will position themselves on the stage – to one side forming a mini-audience, or standing in a cluster so that they can all be seen.

[bookmark: _Follow-up_activities]Follow-up activities
Use these activities in tutor time or lessons following the assembly to further the learning. 

Video: The Story of an Idea
Watch the video The Story of an Idea (7:59) which brings to life the story of the Red Cross Red Crescent Movement from the Battle of Solferino to the present day.

Poster follow-up
Now that students have an understanding of the meaning of the three emblems, see if they can communicate that to others. Ask them to design a poster that raises awareness of the emblems.

Board blast what the emblem means, including what students remember from the assembly. You could print out the script or read excerpts to jog their memory if necessary. 

Think about what the emblem is communicating to different groups of people – for example, someone injured in an earthquake, a soldier wounded in a war or a civilian who is affected by armed conflict where they live. Think again about why it is illegal to use the emblem for other purposes. Was there any difference between the three emblems?

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Talk about the fact that none of the emblems has any religious significance. In fact, the red cross is simply a reversal of the Swiss flag. The founder of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, Henry Dunant, was Swiss. Why is it important for the emblem to be religiously and politically neutral?

Talk about what makes a good poster. Can students think of clever, eye-catching posters whose message has stayed with them? Was it the picture or the words that worked so well? What principles can be drawn from these posters to use on their own posters?

Writing follow-up
Ask students to imagine they are the lawyer at the British Red Cross whose job it is to write to people who misuse the emblem. Tell them they’ve seen a vet’s surgery using the red cross emblem as its logo – outside the surgery and for advertising. They need to compose a letter to the vet, explaining why this use isn’t allowed.

Before they begin, discuss the tone they might use in the letter. Remember the vet might have spent money on advertising and signs so will need to be persuaded. Would they use an informal tone, a forceful tone, a polite tone?

What would help the vet to understand the problem of misusing the emblem? What did students learn in the assembly that helped them to understand why it’s important not to use the emblem incorrectly? Think about what the vet already knows about the red cross emblem and what will be new information. Make notes on the key points to make in the letter before writing it.

Emblem-spotting follow-up
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ask students to keep an eye out for the three emblems – red cross, red crescent and red crystal. Encourage them to make a note of where they see it, take a photo if they can, keep a newspaper cutting or print out the image from a website. Ask them to be vigilant for misuses.

If you find any, or if there are uses you aren’t sure about, email the education team at reducation@redcross.org.uk or write to Education Product Development, British Red Cross, 44 Moorfields, London EC2Y 9AL.

Further resources 
Further resources that explore International Humanitarian Law and associational terms in more depth:

The teaching resources glossary provides handy definitions to some of these terms. 

Explore justice and fairness through the lens of the rules of war.


This assembly kit was researched and written by P. J. White and produced in August 2006 and revised and updated in October 2018.

This resource and other free educational materials are available at redcross.org.uk/education. 
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