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Venezuela: Humanitarian aid and neutrality

The economic crisis in Venezuela has been frequently reported in the news over recent years, but behind these headlines there is a serious and growing humanitarian crisis.  Many thousands of people are going hungry and hospitals are short of essential medicines.  

This activity uses a short video to discuss the implications of the crisis on people’s everyday lives, and the importance of the humanitarian principles of neutrality and independence. 

Learning objectives
Learners will:
· Discuss the effect of an economic crisis on people’s everyday lives.
· Consider the kinds of humanitarian aid needed. 
· Think about the humanitarian principles of neutrality and independence.
Venezuela: The humanitarian situation
1) [bookmark: _GoBack]Ask learners to think about something they regularly eat at home (maybe bread, milk, rice, potatoes etc.) and to think what it would be like if every 20 days the amount you could afford to buy was cut by half. If that was the same for all other foods and everything else you might need then what might the impact on your life be?   

2) Watch the short BBC news clip until 01.25 that shows the real-life impact for people in both rural and urban parts of Venezuela.

Ask learners how the impacts shown in the film compared to what they had imagined in 1 above. Were things better or worse? What was the most striking thing for them from watching the clip? Was there anything they hadn’t thought of? What help do people need? How might they be feeling?

Ask learners to think about what humanitarian aid agencies (like the Red Cross) can do to help people like this.  
Video: Humanitarian aid and neutrality
Show learners a clip of an interview with the President of the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC).  As they watch the clip (04:00), ask them to think about:

· What does the IFRC President say is the main focus of the humanitarian mission of the Red Cross?

· What does he identify as the biggest threat to humanitarian assistance in Venezuela?

· How does he relate the situation back to the humanitarian principles?

· Who does he say the IFRC are talking with to ensure the humanitarian mission can go ahead? 


These difficulties provide a reminder of why the fundamental principles of the Red Cross are so important. The Red Cross also shares the principles of humanity, impartiality, neutrality and independence with other aid agencies. The principles of neutrality and independence are especially important here, as they mean that by not taking sides and working towards their principles humanitarian organisations can gain the confidence of countries and states so they can prevent and alleviate human suffering. 
 
Ask learners to think about the kinds of humanitarian aid that is being given to people. How might this help people to maintain their sense of dignity and independence, and enable them to carry on with their lives?



Please note: The British Red Cross is a neutral humanitarian organisation. The use of third party content in this teaching resource does not constitute an endorsement, express or implied, of the content or of the third party. Third party content may be subject to copyright; its use in this resource is intended for educational purposes only.
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