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Knife crime: Living peacefully and avoiding conflict

In November 2018, the news reported on a number of fatal knife attacks in London and this raised concerns about violence among young people in particular. This activity explores areas of conflict in the learners’ own lives, and how we can live peacefully together and contribute to building peaceful communities.

Note: some learners may have been affected by this topic and it could be upsetting for some young people. Please refer to our guidance on creating a safe, inclusive and supportive learning environment before teaching this topic. 

Thinking about knife crime
This activity considers possible areas of conflict in the learners’ lives and how we can live together peacefully. If you would like to explore other aspects of knife crime, such as first aid and avoiding conflict, please see our resource here. 

1) Display (slides 1 and 2) the following short article from The Guardian published on 7 Nov 2018, and read as a group.
A teenage boy and a man are seriously ill in hospital after becoming the latest victims of separate knife attacks in London.
Police were called just after midday on Wednesday to reports of a stabbing in White City, west London. The victim, a boy believed to be in his teens, was found at the scene with life-threatening stab wounds and taken to hospital by ambulance.
Within two hours, at 1.53pm, police were called to a separate incident in Hackney, east London. A man, who was found at the scene with stab wounds, was taken to hospital in a serious condition, the Metropolitan police said:
The incidents come amid growing alarm about a spate of fatal stabbings in London. 
On Monday night, a 16-year-old boy, named locally as John, died in front of his parents in Tulse Hill in the fifth fatal stabbing in London in six days. It was the 119th violent death in London so far this year.
The other stabbing victims in the past week were Rocky Djelal, 38, Jay Hughes, 15, Malcolm Mide-Madariola, 17, and an unnamed 22-year-old man.

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/nov/07/london-teenager-stabbed-amid-ongoing-spate-of-knife-crime

 
2) Discuss how this story makes learners feel (they may wish to discuss in small groups before sharing with the class). Is there anything that surprises or shocks them? How do the ages of the victims make them feel?

3) The violence shown in these knife attacks has led to questions about how to avoid conflict, reduce crisis, and create more peaceful and humane communities.

Give learners a large piece of paper and marker pens and ask them to draw a peace circle (this is a large circle, as on slide 4). Using the space outside of the circle, ask learners to think about and record the possible causes of conflict that young people may experience within their own lives (this could be at school, at home or when they are out in their community). These could be small incidents. 

These could be drawn from personal experience or from experiences elsewhere that they have heard about in the news. Learners should be encouraged to think and talk openly and feel supported to raise issues in a safe and respectful manner, as suggested here.
 
Learners could pass their ideas to a neighbouring group to share and encourage wider thinking if time allows.

4) Now ask learners to take each of the causes of conflict that they have identified and try to think of an appropriate peaceful solution (or a step in that direction at least). They should write their solution inside the circle and can connect it to the relevant conflict with a line. The same solution may be appropriate for several different causes of conflict. Solutions may include:

Respecting the views and opinions of others
Treating others with dignity and respect
Discussing differences in a safe space
Thinking about why the person is behaving in that way
Understanding and accepting that others may have different points of view, even if we do not agree.
Learners could again share their ideas and perhaps support each other to find solutions to any issues they had not managed to resolve. 

If they felt they were unable to resolve a problem, who could they go to for help and advice? (This could include friends, parents, teachers, police, helplines etc.)

Peaceful communities
5. Ask learners to think about why there might sometimes be conflict in our communities. What might some of the problems be, that lead people to behave in this way? (For example, anger.)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Now imagine what a peaceful community might look like. How might people behave? How might they feel? What might they do? (For example, people might be compassionate and consider others more.)

What can learners do to help promote peace within their community (they could write these ideas on post-it notes to create a display). This could be simple things like being polite and friendly to each other, helping someone they know who finds things difficult or speaking out if they are worried about someone. Ask learners to each come up with one action point. 

Finish by returning to the issue of the knife crime incidents that were at the start of the activity. Ask which of these ideas they feel they could be most useful to help create more peaceful and stronger communities and what their role could be in this.


This resource was written by Rob Bowden and Rosie Wilson of Lifeworlds Learning and published in November 2018.
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