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Sounds of conflict
These activities look at the bombing of civilian areas in Sana’a, Yemen, in May 2018. Please view our guidance on creating a safe, inclusive and supportive learning environment, as some learners may need support given the topic content.  

Suggested age range: 11–19
Curriculum links: PSHE

“The sound was horrific”
"The sound was horrific. Nothing like what I have heard before. I was so scared … I did not know how to comfort [my family].”[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  https://www.icrc.org/en/document/yemen-icrc-deplores-loss-civilian-life-airstrikes-densely-populated-neighborhoods-sanaa] 


Display the quotation in the PowerPoint. Invite the learners to share how this quote makes them feel. 

The speaker, Abu Mohammed, lives in Sana'a, the capital of Yemen. He was speaking after intensive airstrikes struck densely populated areas of the city. The International Committee of the Red Cross reported that at least five civilians were killed, including one child, and dozens were injured. 

Ask learners to consider the following:

Have they ever felt confused or disorientated by noise? 
What might have been going through Abu’s mind? 
Can they imagine being under intensive, unpredictable airstrikes like this?
What message would they send Abu Mohammed and his family, to provide him with comfort after an attack like this? 

Who/what is protected?
Ask learners if they think there should be protections for civilians during armed conflict. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Explain that civilians are protected under International Humanitarian Law (IHL) or the “rules of war”. These laws promote respect for life and human dignity and offer specific protections for civilians and those no longer involved in the fighting. Soldiers may only target military objectives – for example, enemy soldiers, their equipment or their bases – and must never intentionally target civilians, civilian property or objects that civilians need to survive (e.g. farming equipment).

In pairs or small groups, ask learners to think about what else should be protected under international humanitarian law.

Display the PowerPoint slide and ask learners to discuss which of the following are legal or illegal under international humanitarian law:
Shoot at another solider (Possibly legal – soldiers involved in combat may be targeted, but soldiers who are not in the fight, such as medics and chaplains, must not be targeted – they wear a red cross or red crescent on their uniform to tell everyone that they are not in the fight. Wounded or sick soldiers must also not be targeted.)
Bomb a dam that serves the local community (Illegal for two reasons – the local community would not have access to water, which they need to survive, and it may be dangerous and cause harm to those downstream.)
Force civilians from their homes (Possibly legal – combatants can evacuate people from their homes for a short period of time – for example, if there is fighting going on in a nearby neighbourhood – but they must never force them to leave their homes permanently.)
Attack an evacuated hospital because opposing military forces are inside (Possibly legal – the hospital is not being used by civilians or medical personnel and has enemy forces inside, so it could be considered a military target. However, if the hospital is still functional and there is medical equipment inside, then combatants must apply the proportionality rule: would the destruction of a functional hospital cause excessive harm to the civilian population compared to the military advantage of killing the opposing forces? If the answer is yes, then they must not attack it.)
Recruiting children aged 13 to fight (Illegal – children cannot be recruited into armed groups; the minimum recruitment age worldwide is 15 years old and in most countries it is 18.)
Attacking an ancient monument, like the Pyramids (Possibly legal – cultural and heritage buildings and artefacts cannot be targeted under IHL, unless they are being used by the opposing military forces. If that is the case – and only if it is absolutely necessary to attack the monument – combatants must apply the proportionality rule: would the damage to the monument be excessive compared to the advantage of destroying the military objective located inside the monument? If the answer is yes, then they must not attack it.)
Do any of these surprise them? Are there any other factors that learners think would need to be considered when making a decision in a time of armed conflict?

Do learners think it is important that there are limits during armed conflict?

For more information and activity ideas, see our Rules of War resource, especially session 5: Making Choices, and Justice and Fairness session plans and background information. 
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