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          Syria: Building a school from the rubble

The Syrian conflict began in 2011, and fierce fighting and bombing has left the city of Raqqa in ruins.

In 2018, a group of teenagers decided that, rather than waiting for others to rebuild the city’s schools, they would create their own school. They had all missed four or five years of education and they felt there was no time to lose.

These activities look at the determination of these students, the benefits of going to school and what learners would include if they were creating their own school. 

Learning objectives
Learners will:
· understand the importance of education
· consider the fact that many children do not have easy access to education
· explore the role that education plays in their own lives.

Report: Learning in adversity
Start by asking your learners what life would be like if they didn’t have to go to school. They may start with some light-hearted positives – such as being able to have a lie-in – but you could ask them to think if there would be any negatives.

As a group, read out the report about teenagers setting up a school in Raqqa, Syria, and then discuss the following as a class or in groups:

· Some of these teenagers have not been to school for the last five years. What would you have missed if you’d missed the last five years of school? (This could vary from knowledge, to missing out on favourite subjects, to friendships.)
· What does school provide in addition to what you learn in the classroom? (You could prompt them towards answers such as friends and community.)
· If you lived somewhere affected by conflict, how important do you think going to school would be? Learners could consider the importance of preparing for the future, and how this might help people to get through a challenging time.
· Why do you think the teenagers and their families resorted to paying the teachers themselves?
· Why do you think the teenagers of Raqqa were so determined to set up their own school?

Discussion: Creating a school
In groups or as part of whole-class discussion, ask your learners to think about what would be important if they were planning their own school. What do they think are the most essential things that every school needs? 

Areas to think about could include:

· 


· Buildings and facilities: You need a space to learn but what about exercise and providing food and drink?
· Staff: Which subjects would be most important? Would you need a range of teachers and subjects? And what kinds of teachers would you want? What about others such as a headteacher and supporting learners?
· Books and other learning resources: What’s more important: textbooks or pens and paper for writing and expressing yourself?
· Extra-curricular activities
· What else might be important for students’ wellbeing at school?

What would your school be like? Look for words that would describe the atmosphere and values of school. Think particularly about elements that would be particularly important in conflict, such as safe, open to all, welcoming, focussed on students’ future lives and helping their community to rebuild.

Do your learners feel that the teenagers in Raqqa should learn the same things as you learn, or are their needs different? Might they need more help in dealing with the everyday challenges of life during conflict? 

You could discuss how the Syrians’ aspirations might not be so different from those of other students in spite of the many problems they face.
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