Press release 
	For immediate release
	[Include date you wish to send the release out]

	For further information
	[Include a contact name at your school in case media wish to find out more]

	Contact number
	[Include contact telephone number]


[School name here] students learn about roles of volunteers on the front line during First World War

Students at [your school name here] have been learning about the roles played by British Red Cross volunteers on the frontline to mark the centenary of the end of the First World War.

The [type of student.  Eg. Year Nine History] students have been learning about this topic using teaching resources produced by the British Red Cross.

Participants have been exploring the work volunteers did during the 1914-18 conflict and the humanity they showed.
The lifesaving work the volunteers of the British Red Cross did remains as relevant today as it was in 1918 and more volunteers are needed.
In 2017, the organisation had one of the most demanding years in its history as it offered humanitarian support following major emergencies including the Manchester Arena bombing, the Westminster Bridge and London Bridge terror attacks and the Grenfell Tower fire.  
The Red Cross First World War teaching materials examine the power of volunteering, protection in war and humanity in action and pupils can think about how they apply this learning to their own lives.

The organisation is this year taking the opportunity to mark the role played by women during the conflict as it commemorates the centenary of the end of the First World War.

Educational materials include discussion of the 90,000 people, mostly women, who offered their time as Voluntary Aid Detachments (VADs) in auxiliary hospitals at home and overseas during the war.
[Participating student name here.  Type of student.  Eg. Year Nine History student] said: “[Insert quote about what they learned from the resource here].”
Students learned about ordinary individuals who gave extraordinary service and discussed what drove people to volunteer and how it affected their lives and roles after the war.

Two well-known women volunteers were author Agatha Christie and campaigner Vera Brittain.
Crime novelist Christie is understood to have gained the knowledge of poisons she later used so effectively in her detective fiction while working in a dispensary as a VAD.

Brittain’s First World War memoir A Testament of Youth is a vivid account of her time working as a VAD nursing injured soldiers at home and in France.
As well as exploring the historical role of VADs, the teaching resources look at the ways in which present-day civilians, the sick and wounded, prisoners of war, medical professionals and journalists are protected during conflict and how these protections have developed since the war.

It further explores how the Red Cross supported the families of missing and wounded military personnel and refugees throughout the First World War.

Students learning about the First World War – and the role of women during the conflict – were encouraged to use the British Red Cross’ online database of VAD records to research individuals and their work.
Anyone can use the database to research the roles their ancestors may have played during the conflict at www.vad.redcross.org.uk
[Your school teacher/spokesperson here] said: “[Add teacher comments here].”
British Red Cross heritage manager Dr Alasdair Brooks said: “We are delighted that the students at [school name here] enjoyed learning about the dedicated and compassionate work done by volunteers during the First World War.

“It is important that, as we commemorate the centenary of the end of the conflict this year, young people understand the value of volunteering and the humanity shown by the 90,000 people, mostly women, in caring for the wounded and sick and supporting the families of the missing and refugees across Europe.

“Volunteering remains central to the work of the British Red Cross and we hope these teaching resources will have helped to inspire a new generation of volunteers.”

To play your part in continuing the remarkable legacy of Red Cross First World War volunteers sign up today at www.redcross.org/volunteer
Free-to-publish Red Cross and the First World War quiz for newspapers and news websites:

Q1. Which Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) volunteer went on to become the best-selling author of novels including Murder on the Orient Express and Then There Were None?
Q2. In 1918, the sale of what items raised nearly £100,000 for the British Red Cross?

Q3.  What was the rank of the person in overall charge of an auxiliary hospital?

Q4. In 1917, British Red Cross and Order of St John of Jerusalem annual expenditure amounted to what sum? (a) £367,000, (b) £3,672,356, (c) £36,672,000.

Q5. Which of the following items were British POWs not allowed at the Doebritz Camp in Germany? (a) Rope, (b) Sheet music, (c) books, (d) Tennis racquets. 

Q6. Which of the following roles did Wimbledon tennis champion Lottie Dod carry out as a First World War volunteer? (a) Cleaner, (b) VAD, (c) Refugee support worker.

Q7. What did the stately homes of Harewood House, Carlton Towers and Leeds Castle have in common?

Q8. What job did Red Cross nurse and family tracing volunteer Gertrude Bell have before the First World War?

Q9. A standard POW food parcel contained how many tins of beef? (a) one, (b) two, (c) three.

Q10. How many food parcels were sent to POWs overseas during the First World War? (a) 0.5m, (b) 1.5m, (c) 2.5m.

Answers: Q1. Agatha Christie, Q2. Pearl necklaces, Q3. Commandant, Q4. (b) £3,672,356, Q5. (d) Tennis racquets, Q6. (a) Cleaner, Q7. They were all used as auxiliary hospitals during the First World War, Q8. Archaeologist, Q9. (c) three, Q10. (c) 2.5m.

ENDS

Notes to editors

· The British Red Cross First World War Volunteers teaching materials are divided into three modules: (i) ‘The Power of Volunteering’, (ii) ‘Protections in War’ and (iii) ‘Humanity in Action.’

· The resources were produced by British Red Cross educators for school students aged between 11-16 and can be accessed free of charge online at https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/teaching-resources/world-war-one-centenary-resource
· Between 1914-18, 90,000 people volunteered as Voluntary Aid Detachments (VADs).

· Notable women volunteers during the First World War include Agatha Christie, Vera Brittain, Gertrude Bell, Sophia Duleep Singh, Lottie Dod, Lady Muriel Paget and Lady Sybil Grey.

· People interested in researching ancestors who may have volunteered as VADs during the First World War can source individual records by searching for them by name, location and role at https://vad.redcross.org.uk/
· British Red Cross education resources cover areas including humanitarianism, disasters and emergencies, first aid, refugees and migration and conflict and its consequences.  Find out more at https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/teaching-resources
